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PEOPLE volunteers build a future for cancer survivors
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ABOVE: BOMITA KEELY, shewn with

her family, waos a breath of sunshine
fo everyone who knew her,

From Left to Right are Brittany, Garth,
Komeran, and Banila.

he first time letf "arness

el Bonbla Eeely, sl wore

a bright bandans on ber

head 1o cover ihie eliects ol

it he rapy treatmembs

Smilimy the .'|'|-:|'||'J.r-|1|..1
mmusthier of o weloomed him ingo ke
cramped FEMA traller she shared with
her dawghters. Farness knew Keely
had terminal cancer and was dealling
wlth i euibn ol les |'||.|I'||.r1l!|' Kl na
s b was asiombsbed by her cheertul
attiiwde

“T'm r.lrnl:-\.ll'll'!r nok gedlmg fosomadae e

iy neal |.‘1|l1|-n|4!.'_" abor mabel maiier-od-
facily. “Wimakd you like & bepgaae ™
lefl Farness i the founder of the
Bomida“s Wish Found ation, an

arganization formed in honer of Keely
Thee Toundation’s mission i io ebaild
bivusen bor camcer palienis who have
kosi homes in disasters. In harch af
ghis yuar thi Fowendation underfoak
k= Fiasl projeet Varlaim bwis, el vinipged
fram arowngd 1he cownliy b work
an a home im Diamandbesd. The
group speni 4 long weekend hanging
sheverock for amnther ssirvivor af bath
Katrisia and canoet. H'lll!r:r Mo lis
Jedi Parness lives in Mew York
Ciy. Atter the terrorisl aitack on
'1-.'I1I:rr|13'|-|¢'r 11, 2000, he fornsed & non-
predil arganigation with the e ol
paying dorwand some ol the kbiidniss
enfended 1o his city afler |he disaster
In the aftermath of Katrina, he
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organized a feam o bring assistance o
ik Gulf Coasd, One of hes Sew Yook
nri;i;'li-un anked Paimss 1o coimices
hl.'li.lillﬁ her Privad. Bomits Kecly, s
lived im Mississipph

“She tnld me thai Benita had eighi
arid a Balf feet of water im her house
Farsicss sadd, "Benila’s huskband had
been iransiemed and was having o
weirk oul of stabe, 5o she was taking
care ol their twor dasighters, alone
En1 Ry il alll that, Boendta was baktlng
lerenknal canoer ~

When Parness met Bonita, he was
imvpressed with her determination o
memmnaim alivie wndil her Ipmll:. wihs Back
in their home. She was aware that tme
was runnimg out. Thiee years beloee
when she had first been diagnosed
with caneer, duvidnrs had given ber a
vear b live, Despile ks ks led g
Honita had turmesd away previows
offers of assistance becagse she
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thought “other people had (1 worse.”
Marmirss wis ri11-||:|' ahle ti rh':ru,.ll.lr

b Bab e cupd s help al hds FEoup

I March o lass yoar, 2 volafilcres
shiwed ap al the Keely's house
meady o wark. Several of them were
MY firefighters, while vibirs were
pasl fecipients of help from Parsss’s
group, Thess members had come from
amcund the country 1o pay it forsand
Bonida= hrl,;l'ld debermination dand
pbmdsm insplaed thiswri all Labed,
Parsiss comsddlbiiabed eHorls with othss
organdzations. and work continsed
om the Keely's hosse throughout the
RIMEeE

Wiih ihe I‘H.'ll." il Hheese peew irdends,
Bomlia lived long enough o see her
dream fuliilled. In the fall of 24,
shw and ket daigbivrs moved Inko
their new by renovabed house. The firsl
wekk ol Devcisbed, bt hisband wiis
tramadermed back b Lhe ares and (e
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family waz finally resnited . Eight days
Later, resting in the knowledge that her
chilglnémn were mecune, she Fu.-.h.rd Ay
while slecplng in her ovwn home.

Ower Hi people attenided the funeral.
All had been towdhed by the generosity
amd resalve off Bombda. During b
flhghi back 1o Mew York abier the
werviow, Parness hatched the Fdsa
of creating a legacy for Bonita, The
mew arganization would belp sibers
shragulimg wilk bath disasier and
cancer. The Bonits's Wish Foundation
became a reality a bew msnths baer
The newly formed foandation didn't
wasde bime, They planmed & return e
thae Lol Coasa in Warch ai ihis e
o assisd camces patieni Shidey Paabus,
who had been battling lemkemia for
ten years. Shirley s home in Glidell
bl been destroyed by Kalrina, She
was struggling to balld 4 new house in
MMamondhead, hampered by her loed
Ineome.

Fuaimd abiiig solainbrers worked
wiih !'i||i:||.':."l| Ranally 1hr|-|..||.|ﬂ'| i g
ekl concluding on Sarday w ith
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a celebration of what would have been
Bomita Keely's 4ilth birthday. Shirkey,
wha did nod knaw Bapita Keeli, aabd
she"id never sees peodip b wodk o
hard. She called the entire cuperience
“umbelirvable ”

Shirkey plans to volumtesrs the rexd
fime ik Jrenep rrlurms 1o thee Cisast
1 s f e dlsle b haspser asd
pounid.” she said. “Right mow, I'm
nd physically capable. But onoe § ged
moyed inko fbe house, Bhary can sbay
biere amd '] cook por ilem.®

She alen moted, “Even though each
of the volunbeers has had some wad
meideni In their own lves, they donr's
dweell o 8 They v Berned this el
e & desire 1o I'I.'ll." wthei |.'i|.".|p||.' r

And you can bet Bonita wanld be
proud 1o know her legacy has jus
bargiaii

Fisr maiipee indonmadion on the Bonila's
Wish Fosimdation. go lo: waw
bomitaswishoorg.
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